
XIX 

OUR HERITAGE 

Hardin-Simmons University had its beginning largely 
through the combined efforts of pioneer cattlemen, pioneer 
preachers, and other leading citizens of Abilene and what we 
now call the Big Country. The cattlemen had been tested and 
seasoned by an exacting vocation. They had stood guard with 
herds at night and ridden with stampedes. Neither cacti- 
strewn deserts nor swollen streams could stop them. They had 
fought Indians and subdued dangerous white men. They had 
reckoned with droughts and hard winters and had seen their 
herds all but wiped out by cold and starvation. Clabe W. Mer- 
chant, member of the first board of trustees, had such a back- 
ground. Although he dealt with some of the worst characters of 
the frontier, he never wore a six-shooter, except when in Indian 
country. Of like experience was J. H. Parramore, who had 
ridden with Terry's Texas Rangers fighting for the Confeder- 
acy. Thomas Trammell and C. P. Warren must be named 
among the cattlemen founders, and there were a dozen others. 
Such men left their imprint on the institution. It was fitting, 
indeed it seemed compelling, that the nomenclature of the 
range and ranching should be adopted by Simmons College and 
be carried on through the years. 

The preacher founders of Simmons College likewise knew 
adventure. Horseback or in open hacks they had followed dim 
trails to remote ranch headquarters and preached to one or two 
families in isolated cabins or dug-outs. OwenC. Pope organized 
the Abilene Baptist church before the town was well out of the 
tent stage. George W. Smith had pastored young West Texas 
churches and for months gave his time almost wholly to the 
college. R. T. Hanks, pastor of the Abilene Baptist Church, 
worked fervently for the infant school. A few years later 
his successor, Lee Rutland Scarborough, united his energy and 

269 



Famous Are Thy Halls 

talent with President Cooper's in making the school a first 
class college. 

Many other persons helped in founding the college. There 
were lawyers, such as K. K. Legett and E. N. Kirby; business 
men, including Otto Steffens and J. M. Radford; real estate 
men, farmers, and men of other callings. Launching the school 
was an act of adventure and of faith, for the founders were told 
by qualified individuals that their efforts could never succeed. 
The pioneer beginnings of Hardin-Simmons University will 
ever constitute a priceless heritage. 

James B. Simmons gave more than his money to the school 
that bears his name. His covenant with the trustees committed 
the college irrevocably to the cause of Christian education. We 
have seen that in the amended covenant he stated that no 
religious test should ever hinder any person,"even though he 
be an idolworshiping Hindu or a heathen Chinaman/' from 
entering and receiving instruction in the college. Along with 
Christian fervor and zeal, there must always be toleration. 

In looking back through the corridors of time, one other 
business looms great in the affairs of Simmons, that of oil. It is 
not expedient to review the many benefactions that oil has 
made possible since Mr. and Mrs. C. M. Caldwell gave Caldwell 
Hall in 1920. A few of the more important ones have been 
named in the preceding pages of this book. Without the gifts 
from oil men the school could not have survived. Oil men, 
furthermore, have given more than their money; they have 
imparted to the institution a measure of their enterprise, cour- 
age, and determination. They have placed at stake their for- 
tunes great and small in search of wealth hidden in the earth. 
They have transformed our civilization and added billions to 
the wealth of individuals, of states, and of nations. When I 
think of their courage and persistence there comes to mind the 
statement of Harley Sadler, a patron and loyal friend of 
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Hardin-Simmons, after his little oil company had drilled ele- 
ven dry holes in succession. "My luck will change," he said. 
"The law of averages will come to my relief. The next eleven 
holes, or a substantial part of them, will make wells." He did 
not live to see his faith and courage fulfilled, but the executors 
of his estate were to learn that his prophecy was sound. 

The trustees of the university have been very close to it 
through the years, and their support of it and their selfless 
devotion to its every interest constitutes a very great heritage. 
They have given of their time without measure and have been 
generous with contributions of their money. It has been stated 
already that during the worst years of the depression the trus- 
tees carried the indebtedness of the school with their personal 
credit. This practice became sorely trying for some of them, but 
their sacrifices made it possible for the school to continue. As 
late as 1963 their contributions on one occasion aggregated 
more than $200,000.1 used to say that I could vouch for the fact 
that for periods of days and even weeks, men such as Jake 
Sandefer, J. C. Hunter, Sr., and J. C. Hunter, Jr., W. P. Wright, 
O. D. Dillingham, and C. M. Caldwell worked for Hardin- 
Simmons more than they worked for themselves. The fact is 
that such a statement would apply to John Alvis, Tom Roberts, 
Leroy Jennings, Bill Haynes, Tate May, Bill Tippen, and half a 
dozen others. In reviewing the work of trustees one is disposed 
to think primarily of local members of the board, because they 
work in the interest of the institution more frequently. More 
than half of the members live outside of Abilene, however, and 
some of them travel hundreds of miles several times a year to 
attend board and committee meetings and to do various other 
things that make possible the continuation of the university. 
Such staunch friends as Buel Irvin, Roland House, and Edward 
Ponder never resided in Abilene, yet in the course of a year 
traveled thousands of miles in the interest of Hardin-Simmons. 
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The contribution of the faculty to the heritage of the univer- 
sity has been great beyond measure. Even in the beginning of 
the school, such men as young Krause, with his German back- 
ground and his diploma from the University of Chicago, 
brought to Simmons an academic quality well worth per- 
petuating. Already references have been made to the enduring 
influence of Cooper, Olsen, Sandefer, and a dozen others. Fa- 
culty members are remembered also for special appeals, com- 
ments, observations, and mannerisms that became their 
trademarks. A man stated to me not long ago that of all his 
Simmons experiences he remembered most vividly the chapel 
talks of President Cooper. Prexy Sandefer's favorite proverb 
has a special meaning for several thousand living ex-students: 

A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches, 
and loving favor rather than silver and gold. 

Each year before the Christmas holidays Julius Olsen would 
give his admonition to students about their conduct on return- 
ing home. Everybody would be watching them, he said, and it 
was urgent for them and the college that they live above re- 
proach. The great scholar was plain and prosaic in his admoni- 
tion. "Get up early and do the chores that your parents ordinar- 
ily do," he said, "and show them that a few months in college 
has not spoiled you." 

One might write indefinitely about the contributions of dif- 
ferent teachers. The chapel talks of George Diuguid Davidson, 
sometime professor of modern languages, were gems. Once in 
ridiculing good-naturedly student writers for their extravag- 
ant expressions, he said that if the judgment day were to come 
tomorrow, newspaper correspondents would not have lan- 
guage to describe it. They had used up all of their words in 
describing commonplace things. L. Q. Campbell, an excellent 
debate coach, used to warn his teams of two intolerable sins: 
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lying and being dull. Hiram Arrant never got so deeply in- 
volved in the subject at hand that he did not have time for a 
little fun. Rosabelle Breedlove, who served as dormitory hos- 
tess, librarian, and in various other capacities through more 
than a decade (she died of pneumonia in middle age), never had 
a course in psychology, but she was known as counselor for all 
the school. She had both admonition and encouragement for 
students and faculty alike. Mary E. Head, dormitory hostess 
for so many years, likewise endeared herself to a host of people. 

An account has been given of the courage and persistence of 
the faculty during the years of the depression, when income 
was both low and uncertain. Each took his share of what there 
was to divide and managed to make it do. There are many cases 
of teachers declining substantial pay increases to stay with 
Hardin-Simmons. One instance may be cited and must serve to 
illustrate dozens of others that cannot be named: immediately 
after World War II Otto 0. Watts declined a handsome increase 
in salary and chose to continue with his alma mater. 

It is fitting that in an institution where the spirit of democ- 
racy prevails every group should make a contribution to the 
common heritage. In Hardin-Simmons maintenance men have 
added their share. I think of Tom Brown, janitor when the 
century was young. Tom's language and imagery was a little 
like John Bunyan's (he was not like Bunyan in other respects). 
To Tom, evil was a sort of ogre lying beside one's path, ready to 
ensnare one. "Mr. X is a good man," he would say, "but he has 
been overtaken in a fault." Tom himself was sometimes over- 
taken in a fault, and he expected others to be charitable also. 
Nearly half a century later another maintenance man won the 
affection of thousands of students. Genial Otis Shell will long 
be remembered for his favorite term,"everything's mellow." 

Perhaps the most priceless features of the Hardin-Simmons 
heritage have been contributed by students. Mention has been 
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made already of the worthy efforts of the students of the first 
decade to create a college atmosphere. The best proof that they 
succeeded in creating an atmosphere of maturity and a well 
defined sense of purpose is to be found in the quality of the 
citizens that they made. There was J. M. Estes, who became a 
surgeon beloved by thousands. Victor Anderson, Harris 
Walthall, Bernard Hanks, Temple Lewis, and dozens of others 
became successful business and professional men. There were 
superior young women in that generation also. Sue and Mary 
Parramore, Rebecca Nelson, Eva May Hollis, Emma Chandler, 
and Leltie Logan became esteemed and beloved matrons. 

Other student generations produced worthy ex-students, 
and it would be ridiculous to attempt to compile a list of them. 
Already attention has been called to some outstanding men 
and women who were students during the Golden Age preced- 
ing World War I. Later student generations also have produced 
some people of attainment. The distinguished alumni award 
given annually was started in 1970. A few of its recipients have 
been Dr. Byron Pollock, who served President Eisenhower 
during a heart attack; Leland Atwood, heading a great air- 
plane manufacturing corporation; George Mahon, chairman of 
the House Committee on Appropriations; D. M. Wiggins, 
former university president. Maye Bell Taylor, verteran mis- 
sionary; and Walter Hines Sims, former music director of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. 

In 1943 Mr. and Mrs. John J. Keeter began offering annually 
an award of merit in memory of their son, John J. Keeter, Jr., 
who lost his life in the armed service in World War II. The 
award is given to the ex-student or alumnus who has contri- 
buted the most in his or her particular field to the University. 
The Keeter Award is truly a recognition of high service to 
Hardin-Simmons. 
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Solon Featherston, who never lets his alma mater get out of 
his mind, has in his Romances ofHardin Simmons University 
sketched and reproduced in vivid style different H-SU. scenes 
and related life stories of a score and more of people associated 
with it. Beyond a doubt his Romances will enrich greatly uni- 
versity saga and tradition. 

In dealing with the subject of college heritage, one comes at 
once to the subject of college spirit. The two are closely related. 
Certainly the term college spirit may be given various mean- 
ings. A student crowd that yells in support of the team demon- 
strates school spirit. The support of a great university under- 
taking by loyal students is evidence of spirit. This calls to mind 
contributions by students in university programs, such as that 
in the remarkable chapel session following the speech by L. Q. 
Campbell in 1923, and the response to Ed Stewart's appeal in 
1947. More recent were the demonstrations of loyalty in the 
1950,s and later, when students gave generously to the cam- 
paign for a chapel and student center. Students shared in these 
programs, even though they knew that they themselves could 
never derive any benefit from them. 

I called on Truett Walton (who has helped so much in the 
writing of this book) for a definition of college spirit. After 
mulling for a few days, he came up with the best statement that 
I have seen: 

College spirit, like patriotism, cannot be contained in 
words. Its outburst may be described, but one must be a 
part of the institution's life to really understand and 
feel its thrill. Thousands of ingredients go into the 
crucible, and their blending through the years gives the 
college or university this indefinable something for 
which no better name has been coined. It is something 
that draws one back to the campus with a compelling 
nostalgia, that re-creates the boy within the man of 
many years. 
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"If you are to contribute to school spirit, you must give rather 
than take," one girl said. Of all things, student spirit calls for 
loyalty on the part of students and faculty alike. It is generally 
agreed that, as exemplified in the individual, college spirit if 
genuine must be an enduring thing. The individual who has 
really "caught the spirit" will, on leaving and becoming an 
ex-student, take the spirit with him. He will not have the "out 
of sight, out of mind" attitude, but will bear a mark that 
endures. 

We like to think of spirit in specific terms, to think of it &sthe 
spirit of Hardin-Simmons. If that be the case, there must be 
unique features and qualities about the school. Those of us who 
have been associated with it for decades believe that we can see 
such characteristics. It may be that they are not unique, that 
other institutions have them in whole or in part, but for ex- 
students who really "caught the spirit" of the place, Hardin- 
Simmons has traits and characteristics that combine to give it 
a personality that we encompass in the term Alma Mater. 

High on the list of distinguishing features about Hardin- 
Simmons are its songs: Beulah Burkett's "Simmons Purple and 
Gold," Jesse Hodges' and Styles Anderson's "Hardin-Simmons 
Anthem," and Marion McClure's lively "Fight Song." These 
songs are all ours. Neither the words nor the music have been 
borrowed. Along with songs, college yells must be taken into 
account, both as promoting spirit and as evidence of it. Sim- 
mons has had so many good and faithful yell leaders that I 
hesitate to start naming those I remember. I think of vivacious 
Cleo Motes and Gerald (Happy) Jordan of the early 1920's; of 
Ira Marshall and Zollie Steakley a few years later. The men- 
tion of pep always calls to mind Gordon (Spoofin') Weir. With 
the eloquence of a Billy Graham, Weir could make an oration 
out of an ordinary pep talk. His appeals for volunteers to fill out 
the minimum number for a special train sounded like the call 
of a fervent evangelist to save the souls of men. Billie White of 
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the early 1940,s put her soul and body into cheerleading in a 
fashion unforgettable. In other student generations there were 
cheerleaders with the same untiring zeal. I cannot name them, 
not a tenth of them. Typical is the cheerleader squad of 1952: 
Jerry Brumbelow, Kermit Finley, Nancy Cheaney, Nancy 
Roberts, and Shirley Narmour. 

At times groups of students have manifested wonderful 
spirit. After Prexy Sandefer had been away for a protracted 
time, cheering crowds of students and teachers would meet him 
at the depot. Something akin to this spirit, although under 
different circumstances a third of a century later, was demon- 
strated by students carrying Nate Madkins off the basketball 
court the night he broke the record of the number of points 
scored by a basketball player in one game. 

College spirit must not be confused with hilarity and effer- 
vescence. Student leaders too innumerable to name have added 
to it. Valedictorians and other students of high academic 
standing have made worthy contributions. The veterans made 
a distinct and enduring contribution to the university. These 
men had put away childish things, and their fellow students 
caught a measure of their maturity and sense of urgency. The 
subject of maturity brings to mind an experience near the end 
of the academic year 1962-1963. The assembly hour was given 
to the Student Association, with Don Seamster and Pat Bonds 
presenting their candidacy for the office of president. The qual- 
ity of their speeches stood out in wholesome contrast with 
certain nonsense I have heard in other years by student candi- 
dates. Each man had a program well planned and set it forth in 
clear, restrained fashion. Every idea presented was construc- 
tive and came from a sincere interest in the university and the 
entire student body. My impression was that it made little 
difference which man was elected; in either case leadership 
would be in good hands. Seamster was elected and provided 

277 



Famous Are Thy Halls 

sound student leadership for the year 1963-1964. Bonds served 
as president during the year 1964-1965. 

Of all student agencies none has contributed to our heritage 
so much perhaps as student publications.In this connection it 
seems pertinent to review their role through more than half a 
century. We have seen that the first student publication of 
importance was the Corral. Although it has not been published 
continuously, it appears as a quarterly and offers students 
some medium of publication, but it is not a great force in 
promoting student opinion. The oldest student publication that 
has been issued continuously (except for the year 1918) is the 
Bronco, the students' annual, their treasure store of memories. 
Of the Bronco I wrote in 1951, by way of appraisal of its part in 
the life of the institution: 

The Bronco recorded college life in the early nineteen 
hundreds, when the boys strutted about in peg-top 
trousers and the girls wore collars that sawed their 
chins. It told of Simmons during the garish twenties, 
the age of tree-sitting, yo-yoing and "every day in every 
way I am getting better and better." It pictured the lean 
thirties, the exciting days after Pearl Harbor, and the 
years of great growth. . . . 

Both literally and figuratively the Bronco is a picture of the 
way of life that each class knows, and it is a thing to keep and to 
cherish. 

More important than theBronco is theBrand, the upretenti- 
ous weekly that Mildred Paxton, Raymond Foy, and Horace 
Blackwell started in 1916, and that succeeding student staffs 
have managed to keep going for over half a century. By and 
large Brand editors' have in full measure sought to produce a 
paper in keeping with the ideals of the university, while at the 
same time presenting faithfully campus happenings, life, and 
affairs. Generally they have cooperated with the faculty and 
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administration and have sought to explain institutional 
policies in their most favorable light. The Brand gives to the 
students the printed account of their own affairs and a weekly 
perspective of the institution at large. Even though they are a 
part of it, they can learn more about developments from read- 
ing the Brand than from any other source. Ex-students receive 
the Range Rider, now being edited by Kenneth Hill, an attrac- 
tive publication that is designed to keep them informed about 
university developments and in touch with one another. Its 
purpose is to keep alive interest in the school on the part of 
those who have been members of the student family but now 
know the old school only as former students. 

No recounting of the elements that make up the Hardin- 
Simmons heritage would be complete without a reference to 
chapel. Chapel! What a chain of memories the word touches off 
for an ex-student. He may recall uninteresting messages and 
dull entertainment, a funny incident, and an inspiring mes- 
sage by a great speaker, or a thought presented that he has 
treasured through the years. These things are facets of the 
indefinable thing that we call college spirit. 

Chapel brings students and teachers together, each with a 
sense of belonging to and being a part of a great whole.Through 
it the university proclaims its message and practices in a most 
forceful way the purposes for which it was founded. If it is to be 
a distinctive Baptist university, worship must be given a high 
place in its routine and program. If it is to inspire as well as 
teach, there can be no more effective way than through its 
entire student body and faculty, brought together in chapel or 
assembly, hearing or seeing the same program, and having a 
part in a worthwhile common experience. 

As the years come and go, the memories of former students, 
cluster about certain campus shrines and tokens so that these 
things come to be an important part of the college heritage. 
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Probably more ex-students inquire about the grave of Dam-It 
than about any other object on the campus. The mascot of the 
class of 1920 was a unique character, and the very novelty of 
his place in the life of the college impresses people. Further- 
more, nearly everybody loves a dog, and of all canines Dam-it 
was just about the most lovable. Also Dam-it's career proved 
that Simmons people could take out a little time for fun on 
almost any occasion; and the funeral accorded him revealed 
some lovable traits in his human friends. In the "Cowhand," 
Robert E. Rogers left carved in native limestone a monument 
to the cattlemen founders of the college that is truly inspiring. 
Shortly after he had completed this statue the young artist 
gave his life in the service of his country. 

A campus feature in which every ex-student takes pride is 
the old cannon known as Arizona Bill and its emplacement 
known as Fort Babe Shaw, in honor of all Simmons men who 
died for their country. We have related how the names of these 
symbols are linked with heroic action. The flagpole complex to 
the memory of Major Albert Maroscher is a reminder of the 
men who died in later wars. The annual Keeter Award is a 
fitting Memorial. A spot even more hallowed is the Triangle, 
where some of the founders of Simmons College are buried. 
Thousands of former students remember the memorial ser- 
vices on Founders Day, when flowers are placed on the graves 
and a brief tribute paid to the memory of those buried there. 
The old college bell and bell tower is an appropriate shrine that 
will grow dearer still with the passing of the years. 

"I am a part of all that I have met," Tennyson has written. If 
that be true, Hardin-Simmons University is a part of many 
people and they are a part of it.As we touch it in our different 
ways — students, teachers, trustees, friends — it is gratifying 
to think that we have had some share great or small in making 
it, that we have left some imprint upon it. When our little day is 
ended it will go on, for it belongs to the ages. 
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Lawrence of Arabia tells how certain Arabs thought they 
could detect the perfume of roses in the mortar of a Roman 
castle built in the desert nearly two milleniums ago. One old 
shiek then faced the night breeze coming from the plain, 
breathed deeply and said, ' ah, this is the sweetest perfume." 
Let us hope that decades and centuries hence visitors to the 
Hardin-Simmons campus will find a few things that remind 
them of its beginnings and that when they take a deep breath of 
West Texas air they will think of the founding cattlemen and 
the mission-minded preachers who loved the young land so 
well. 
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